
Structured Language Basics (SLB) is a 5-day Structured Literacy training which provides second 
and third grade teachers with a multisensory scripted reading curriculum that meets the needs 
of a variety of students, from reading-disabled to gifted. 

Structured Language Basics (SLB) features instruction in phonological awareness, phonics, oral reading 
fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, grammar, handwriting, and spelling. Each lesson contains a 
decodable story for fluency development and assessment. Periodic student assessments occur every 
15-20 lessons. Complement it with your favorite basal, guided-reading, or authentic literature for a 
supercharged literacy block.
SLB includes in-depth instruction on advanced syllable division and root-and-affix instruction to 
prepare students to confidently attack multisyllabic words, and grammar instruction to help students 
develop strong sentence writing skills, which lead to strong paragraph composition.
Teachers who attend Structured Language Basics are able to access a support page on the Payne 
Education Center website that is full of helpful instructional videos, curriculum resources, and 
supplemental materials. 
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Lesson Schedule

Phonological Awareness Activities
3 minutes 

Alphabet Activities 
5 minutes 

Reading Decks 
3 minutes 

Spelling Deck 
3 minutes 

New Material 
5-15 minutes 

Sight Words 
3 minutes 

Reading Practice 
5 minutes 

Spelling Practice 
5 minutes 

Review 
3 minutes 

Approximately 35-45 minutes  
of total lesson time
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1. Phonemic Awareness Activity: Auditory Discrimination
Teacher:  I'm going to say some words.  After I say each word, I want you to
echo the word, listening for the sound of (ĭ).  If you hear the sound of (ĭ), 
show me thumbs up.  If you don't hear the sound (ĭ), show me thumbs 
down.

1.  if 6.  hat 11. itch
2.  in 7.  imp 12.  dog
3.  igloo 8.  is 13.  it
4.  cat 9.  ill 14.  lunch
5.  game          10. flap 15.  plant

2. Alphabet Activity:
Materials:  Alphabet strip and 3D letters

Review strip:

With an alphabet strip in place, the students are given a container of 3D letters. 
Dump your letters out and place them smooth side up.  Find the initial letter 
and place it where it goes on the semi-circle or arc, naming the letter.  Find 
the final letter and place it where it goes on the semi-circle or arc, naming 
the letter.  Find the two middle letters and place them on the arc, naming 
each letter.  Place the remaining letters back in the container.  Now, draw 
one letter from the container and put it where it goes on the arc, naming the 
letter.  The students draw the 3D letters at random from the container.  The 

Lesson 7
Materials needed:

Alphabet strip     Mirrors    Sight Words 1-10 columns
3D letters ARD #6     PRD #6, 7         Reading Practices #3-5

           Concept Card Deck                       Spelling Deck  #6, 7

My before hand is my left hand,
My after hand is my right hand.
A is the initial letter, Z is the final letter.  
M and N are the two middle letters.
All of the letters between A and Z are medial letters.
Before hand on A, after hand on N,
Touch and name.

There are 26 letters in the alphabet.
Two kinds of letters:  vowels and consonants
The vowels are:  A, E, I, O, and U.
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TEACHER NOTES:
Use the Key Student Assessment Form in this lesson to record the student’s 
reading assessment.  Transfer other assessment information from the student’s 
copy after the test is finished.  It is advisable to retain the assessments in 
individual student files for review.  The Assessment Summary and Class 
Assessment Summary Forms can be found in the Assessment Section of the 
RESOURCE.

Provide students with ten blocks or counters.

1. Phonemic Awareness (Administer this test individually or in a 
small group.)  Provide each student with ten counters or blocks.  
Students who show a lack of phonemic awareness may need 
intensive individual instruction.  Check for errors.  Passing Score:  
8 of 10 = 80%

Find the frog.  
I will say some words.  If they rhyme, circle yes.
If they don’t rhyme, circle no.  Look at my mouth.

1.  lend – spend 3.  sing – ring 5.  pink – sink
2.  wait – wart 4.  slipped – slept 6.  class – glass

I will say some words.  If you hear the ( ă ) sound, circle yes.
If you don’t hear the ( ă ) sound, circle no. Look at my mouth.

7.  flat 8.  fling 9.  glass

I will say a sentence.  Use your counters to count the number of words in the
sentence.

10.   The boat has lots of parts.

In the blank beside #10, write the number of words in the sentence.

______________________________________________________________________

2. Alphabet  (Administer this test in a small group.) 
Part 1.  #s 11-13.  Using a set of 3D letters, place a random letter 
in front of a student and have him identify the letter.  Note 
responses and transfer to Assessment Form after the test.  Passing 
score:  5 of 6 correct; 83%

ASSESSMENT          Lesson 20
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Reading Practice 3

1. spit it snap

2. is nit span

3. stint tan as

Reading Practice 4

1. sit in tip

2. spin nap as

3. snap tint is
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